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Dear Parishioners and Friends,  
As part of our outreach efforts we are happy to launch our weekly E-Newsletter.  We hope this will help to reach out to and inform the com-
munity about upcoming events as well as provide spiritual nourishment.  If you know of anyone who would like to be added to our E-mail 
directory please send us their contact information.  We encourage you to participate in the programs offered by St. James and become active 
in the life of the church.   
 

On Saturday we remember the beheading of the Prophet,  
Forerunner of the Lord, John the Baptist.  

  

T he Evangelists Matthew (Matthew 14: 1-12) and Mark (Mark 6: 14-29) provide accounts about the Mar-
�W�\�U�·�V���H�Q�G���R�I���-�R�K�Q���W�K�H���%�D�S�W�L�V�W���L�Q���W�K�H���\�H�D�U���������D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���%�L�U�W�K���R�I���&�K�U�L�V�W�� 

Following the Baptism of the Lord, Saint John the Baptist was locked up in prison by Herod Antipas, hold-
ing one-fourth the rule of the Holy Land as governor of Galilee. (After the death of king Herod the Great, the 
Romans divided the territory of Palestine into four parts, and into each part put a governor. Herod Antipas 
received from the emperor Augustus the rule of Galilee).  

The prophet of God John openly denounced Herod for having left his lawful wife �³  the daughter of the 
Arabian king Aretas, and then instead co-habiting with Herodias, �³  the wife of his brother Philip (Luke 3: 
19-20).  

On his birthday, Herod made a feast for dignitaries, the elders and a thousand chief citizens. The daughter 
of Herod, Salome, danced before the guests and charmed Herod. In gratitude to the girl he swore to give her 
anything, whatsoever she would ask, anything up to half his kingdom. The vile girl on the advice of her 
wicked mother Herodias asked, that she be given at once the head of John the Baptist on a plate.  

Herod became apprehensive, for he feared the wrath of God for the murder of a prophet, whom earlier he 
had heeded. He feared also the people, who loved the holy Forerunner. But because of the guests and his 
careless oath, he gave orders to cut off the head of Saint John and to give it to Salome.  

Salome took the plate with the head of Saint John and gave it to her mother who then buried his holy head 
�L�Q���D���X�Q�F�O�H�D�Q���S�O�D�F�H�����%�X�W���W�K�H���S�L�R�X�V���-�R�D�Q�Q�D�����Z�L�I�H���R�I���+�H�U�R�G�·�V���V�W�H�Z�D�U�G���&�K�X�]�D�����E�X�U�L�H�G���W�K�H���K�H�D�G���R�I���-�R�K�Q���W�K�H���%�D�S�W�L�V�W��
in an earthen vessel on the Mount of Olives, where Herod was possessor of a parcel of land. The holy body 
of John the Baptist was taken that night by his disciples and buried at Sebasteia.  

After the murder of Saint John the Baptist, Herod continued to govern for a certain while. Pontius Pilate, 
governor of Judea, later sent to him the bound Jesus Christ, over Whom he made mockery (Luke 23: 7-12). 

The judgment of God came upon Herod, Herodias and Salome, even during their earthly life. Salome, cross-
ing the River Sikoris in winter, fell through the ice. The ice gave way for her such that her body was in the 
water, but her head trapped beneath the ice. It was similar to how she once had danced with her feet upon 
the ground, but now flailing helplessly in the icy water. Thus she was trapped until that time when the 
sharp ice cut through her neck. The corpse was not found, but they brought the head to Herod and 
Herodias, as once they had brought them the head of Saint John the Baptist.  

The Arab king Aretas in revenge for the disrespect shown his daughter made war against Herod. Having 
suffered defeat, Herod suffered the wrath of the Roman emperor Caius Caligua (37-41) and was exiled with 
Herodias first to Gaul, and then to Spain.  

 

This is the first Sunday after Easter and on the Armenian Church calendar is known as  
NEW SUNDAY �² NOR GIRAGI.  

 

Sunday Bible Readings:  -  Acts 5:34-6:7, James 3:1-12, John 1:1-17.  
 

T �K�H���$�U�P�H�Q�L�D�Q���&�K�X�U�F�K�·�V���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���5�H�V�X�U�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���-�H�V�X�V���&�K�U�L�V�W���H�[�W�H�Q�G�V���I�R�U���I�R�U�W�\���G�D�\�V���W�R���W�K�H���)�H�D�V�W��
of Ascension, which this year is May 21st. It is forty days filled with joy and gladness, with Alleluias for 

the Risen Lord who dwells within us.  We can continue greeting each other with the same greeting Krisdos 
Haryav ee Merelotz - Christ is Risen from the Dead: and answer with - Ohrnyal eh Haroutiunun Krisdosee - 
Blessed is the Resurrection of Christ. This period is to remind us that during this period of time Christ has 
commanded us to take His Gospel to the whole of creation. 

Our world is full of violence and anger, but as Christians, we are called not to withdraw from the world, for 
God has put us here to be His messengers, and �´�������� �W�R�� �J�R�� �L�Q�W�R�� �D�O�O�� �W�K�H�� �Z�R�U�O�G�� �D�Q�G�� �S�U�H�D�F�K�� �W�K�H�� �*�R�V�S�H�O�� �R�I��
�*�R�G�´����(Matthew 28:16).  We are to preach the Good News that Christ is risen from the dead and has given us 
the opportunity to live life every day �² while we walk, while we work, while we play.  For each of us 
preaches a sermon of how we live and relate to others by our actions and interactions with one another. 

 
 

Calendar of Events and Community Activities 
 

April 22, Wednesday - �7�U�L�S���W�R���:�D�V�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q���� �'�&���� �$�1�&�$�·�V���$�Q�Q�X�D�O���$�U�P�H�Q�L�D�Q���*�H�Q�R�F�L�G�H���2�E�V�H�U�Y�D�Q�F�H���R�Q���&�D�S�L�W�R�O���+�L�O�O����
For details call Melanie Kerneklian (804) 784-4002 or Florence Soghoian (804) 266-3770. 
 
April 23 & 24, National Public Radio (88.9) will broadcast the 94th anniversary commemoration announcement 
throughout each day. 
 
April 24, Friday - The Education Center invites you to special Requiem Service for the repose of souls of the individ-
ual family members who were victims of the 1915 Genocide at 7:00 p.m.  
 
April 26, Sunday - Batarak and Hokehankist for victims of the Armenian Genocide as well as of all the genocides of 
the 20th century. Following Sunday's church service and a light lunch, Taniel Koushakjian, Director of Grassroots for 
the Armenian Assembly of America and Nick Bazarian will be the guest speakers.  
 
May 8, Friday - 6:30 p.m. Spring Dance. RSVP by May 5. 
 
May 17, Sunday - Women's Guild General Meeting.  
 
June 6, Saturday - �:�R�P�H�Q�·�V���*�X�L�O�G���Z�L�O�O���K�R�V�W���D���J�X�H�V�W���V�S�H�D�N�H�U���5�H�Y�����*�L�Q�Q�D���'�D�O�W�R�Q����(details will follow).  
 
June 14, Sunday - SUB-DIACONATE ORDINATION: His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian,  Primate of the 
Eastern Diocese �Z�L�O�O���E�H���R�U�G�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���W�Z�R���R�I���R�X�U���F�K�X�U�F�K�·�V���D�F�R�O�\�W�H�V���W�R���W�K�H���R�U�G�H�U���R�I���V�X�E-diaconate: Johnny Chadoian and 
Kevork Ozbalik, who have been faithfully serving at the altar, granting them special privileges and the right to wear 
�W�K�H���G�H�D�F�R�Q�·�V���V�W�R�O�H����ourar). Lunch will be served after the service, RSVP by June 8th (details will follow). 

To request the removal of your e -mail from this list please reply with the word unsubscribe in the subject line.   


