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SUNDAY, APRIL 26, 2009
Morning Service 3 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 3 10:30 a.m.

Dear Parishioners and Friends,

As part of our outreach efforts we are happy to launch our wedkbwEsletter. We hope this will help to reach out to and infahe com-
munity about upcoming events as well as provide spiritual nourishmiénjtou know of anyone who would like to be added tdceauail
directory please send us their contact informatidve encourage you to participate in the programs offered by St. Jamesand hetive
in the life of the church.

APRIL 24, Friday
Commemoration the 94 th Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide

W e once again commemorate the unforgettable memory of our ancestors, the victims of the Armenian
Genocide. Indeed, the year of 1915 opened the most tragic and bloody page in the history of the Ar-
menian nation as the well-organized massacres began in many parts of western Armenia, an entire nation
was led out of their homes and cities. Families were separated from each other and destroyed. The Ottoman
Empire had only one goal: to eliminate the whole Armenian nation, to erase the history of Armenians from
WKH IDFH RI WKH ZRUOG 21 FRXUVH WKH\ GLGQ-W VXFFHHG EHFDXVH
land, we lost our possessions, we lost more than 1.5 million people, but we survived and were spread
throughout the world and multiplied like small branches that grow up from the cut trees. There are Armeni-
ans in every corner of the world, in Singapore, in China, in Europe, in the United States, who evidently
proved that it is not possible to eliminate a nation that has deep roots in its reach history, and who always
remained faithful to their Almighty God.

The Armenian Genocide will never be forgotten by the Armenians. The memory of the innocent victims will
UHPDLQ ZLWK XV IRUHYHU DQG ZLOO QHYHU VWRS XV thd Ruhwill 3&¢ WL QJ |
freey -RKQ DQG LW ZLOO KHOS XV WR SUHYHQW WKH UHSHWLWLRAQ
world.

May God rest the souls of the victims and the souls of the diseased survivors of the genocide and help us to
keep alive their memory in our hearts and our minds.
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May the memory of the righteous be for blessing. Amen.

This is the second Sunday after Easter and on the Armenian Church calendar is known
as ASHKHARAMADRAN GIRAGI - SUNDAY OF THE WORLD CHURCH

Sunday Bible Readings: - Acts 9:2331, 1 Peter 2:110, John 2:233:12.

he term World Church refers to the church of the collective masses of the faithful, or the church given to

the entire world. And this title was applied to the Upper Room on Mt. Zion where Christ gathered His
disciples for the Last Supper and established the sacrament of Holy Communion, where the Apostles contin-
ued to gather and celebrate this event after the Ascension of Jesus Christ ;and where, with the new faithful
they would pray and join in the celebration of the Holy Eucharist. The celebration/commemoration of feasts
in the name of the Church is a practice that is unique to the Armenian Church. The foremost of these is the
feast of the World Church, wherein the church commemorates the Upper Room as the first church, which
became the prototype for all Christendom, and a symbol of the sanctity of the Church. This feast is also
called Green Sunday, probably referring to the dawning of the Spring Season with the re-emergence,
"rebirth" or "newness" of its greenery and blossoms.

Ashkharhamadoor therefore endorses a powerful and deeply meaningful significance to our understanding
RI WKH &KXUFK LQ WKH :RUOG « ZLWKLQ WKH 1LFDHDQ FRQWH[W R
Church.

Calendar of Events and Community Activities

April 23 & 24, National Public Radio (88.9) will broadcast the 94th anniversary commemoration announcement
throughout each day.

April 24, Friday - The Education Center invites you to special Requiem Service for the repose of souls of the individ-
ual family members who were victims of the 1915 Genocide at 7:00 p.m.

April 26, Sunday - Batarak and Hokehankist for victims of the Armenian Genocide as well as of all the genocides of

the 20th century. Following Sunday's church service and a light lunch, Taniel Koushakjian , Director of Grassroots

for the Armenian Assembly of America will provide an introduction to the Armenian Assembly of America, the or-
JDQL]DWLRQ:-V KLVWRU\ EDFNJURXQG DFKLHYHPHQWV DQG UHODWHG SUR.
Nick Bazarian , a young professional, who supports the Assembly and volunteers his time to help with the grassroots

efforts. They will then provide a legislative update on H. Res. 252, the Armenian Genocide Resolution and appro-

priations funding for Armenia and NKR. They will also discuss grassroots advocacy and mobilization in the context

of Armenian -American political thought.

May 8, Friday - 6:30 p.m. Spring Dance. RSVP by May 5.

May 17, Sunday - Women's Guild General Meeting.

June 6, Saturday- :RPHQ: -V *XLOG ZLOO KRVW D JXHVW \WsthilbWiHWIodHY *LQQD 'DOWRC(
June 14, Sunday - SUB-DIACONATE ORDINATION: His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate of the

Eastern Diocese ZLOO EH RUGDLQLQJ WZR RI RXU FKXU F Kia¢orate RIGhnwy KCWadbidh akdK H R U

Kevork Ozbalik, who have been faithfully serving at the altar, granting them special privileges and the right to wear
WKH GHDF Ra@pray). MMER WiilHoe served after the service, RSVP by June 8h (details will follow.
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